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Divine Justice and the Judicial Continuum in Chinese Legal Culture

The goal of this lecture is to assess how the development of Chinese legal
culture has been framed by divine justice (deities administering retribution
befitting one’s good and evil deeds) and the judicial continuum (a holistic range of
options for achieving legitimation during dispute resolution, including mediation,
going to court, or performing a judicial ritual). Its main argument is that the
term “judicial” can be used in a broad sense to not only encompass the branch
of government charged with administering the law but also social and religious
practices aimed at resolving disputes or legitimising the parties involved. If one
accepts this analysis, it then becomes essential to rethink the very nature of what
we call “Chinese legal history”.

Divine justice and the judicial continuum are also integral components of
legal pluralism, generally defined as the existence of diverse forms of judicial
practice within a nation-state or social system. Legal pluralism marked the
interaction between Chinese and Western legal cultures: In colonies like Hong
Kong, the Straits Settlements, and Taiwan, judicial oaths to Chinese deities
(including chicken beheadings) were sanctioned despite unease about their utility.
An even more striking phenomenon is that Western courts dealing with Chinese
litigants in nations like Australia and the United States at times allowed them to
stage chicken-beheading rituals. Legal pluralism can also be found in non-Han
areas of China.
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Plagues, Sin and Divine Punishment: Rites of Affliction in
Chinese Society

COVID-19 H2IE T REARBE - SEENEY)EEE 2R B MIKERE
MREVERI—REMZE - LIRERBERAER - N8 lRYBREmH » 3l
BIEEIE COVID-19 Sk EfREH N Bt BT E - mHREMEREEAS
B2~ OEEA ST ENERE - RAGMEEINKEEDE—EEEN/E - ANE:
DB B8R I REMRG - RAEMEEZ A wERERE - WESEMaIE
BARVIR RETTLLRL -

AMEMS > EAMEPHNEEERILUER—B "RHEE&L . (rite of
affliction ) » IRIFEH ABE MR ZH40 (Victor Turner » 1920-1983) £2#H
TR "TREERN . NFEERERERNEEMERE ; —REESEAAZT
R Em (B physical affliction) » —2 5[ R A HERAR I @A & M&E

(social affliction) » ¢FRME LB » FEEXNNENEMEERGT T EWE
DRIRMEM » AMELERZEZR ! REXNABMES  BNREERERED
HOERE - AMRIRBERRENINRE BRI EIXNER - BIBEMNRER » =~ T &S
ERAERENT Y - MEERR TH—E "B7R . LIRMEE RS - 82
ELRENZIREBEHEINREEEFRENESE
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Biography of Professor Paul R. Katz

Paul R. Katz received his B.A. from Yale in 1984 and his Ph.D. from Princeton
in 1990. After teaching at different universities in Taiwan, China, he joined
the Institute of Modern History in 2002, earning promotion to the rank of
Distinguished Research Fellow in 2015.

Katz is a historian of Chinese popular religion, specialising in the interaction
between religion and local society. His research is based on a wide range of
sources, including government archives, local gazetteers, stele inscriptions, private
writings, temple records, canonical and liturgical texts, and works of literature.
Because much of his scholarship focuses on social organisation and ritual, he also
uses data collected during field research to augment historical sources.

Katz's early research centred on case studies, but his more recent scholarship
has shifted to larger conceptual issues that challenge established paradigms
and conventional wisdom. His most recent book, Religion, Ethnicity, and Gender
in Western Hunan during the Modern Era, combines historical and ethnographic
methodologies to explore changes that occurred during the interaction between
Miao ritual traditions and religions such as Daoism. This study pays special
attention to the ways in which gender and ethnicity have shaped such processes,
as well as what these phenomena can teach us about larger questions of modern
Chinese history. In addition, The Fifty Years that Changed Chinese Religion (co-
authored with Vincent Goossaert) examines the fate of Chinese religions during
the modern era by assessing mutations of communal religious life, innovative
forms of religious publishing, and the religious practices of modern elites
traditionally considered models of secular modernity.
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Monographs by Professor Paul R. Katz

Katz, Paul. Demon Hordes and Burning Boats: The Cult of Marshal Wen in Late
Imperial Chekiang. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1995.

50 o (BEBHIEEEM) - A16 : BRSCHAR T > 1997 -

Katz, Paul. Images of the Immortal: The Cult of Lii Dongbin at the Palace of Eternal
Joy. Honolulu: University of Hawaii'i Press, 1999. (F 3Rk 1 EE5Y o (2Bt L —
KESHEFEEM) o ROCE 2B 2 > F1H K o Fm &S 2010 )

Katz, Paul. When Valleys Turned Blood Red: The Ta-pa-ni Incident in Colonial
Taiwan. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2005.

5y o (RIS | ERRFEIRIMEIEEM) - 516 1 =ZRER » 2006 °

Katz, Paul. Divine Justice: Religion and the Development of Chinese Legal Culture.
London and New York: Routledge, 2009. (Academia Sinica East Asia Series.)

B3 o (IR EMLIR—ZARBEMNZESR (BNEES)) - 8t @ #i5
XAEEREARAF > 2009 -

Katz, Paul. Religion in China and Its Modern Fate. Waltham, MA: Brandeis
University Press, 2014. (FA3Zhi @ 259 o (FREIREBURHIRREE) o BRS1E & o
LT | BHEXEEERRAT > 2017 <)

Katz, Paul. and Vincent Goossaert. The Fifty Years That Changed Chinese
Religion, 1898-1948. Ann Arbor, MI: Association for Asian Studies, 2021. (Asia
Past and Present: New Research from AAS.)

Katz, Paul. Religion, Ethnicity, and Gender in Western Hunan during the Modern
Era: The Dao among the Miao? London and New York: Routledge, 2021.
(Academia Sinica East Asia Series.)
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About the Yu Ying-shih Lecture in History

PAMEERNR OO FRIIL TRAEKLAEELFEE) > PRAEERA
WHIEE(L - BFBF —UNELHRARL AN R ERRERED - £FE
HECEMEF T LE REBEIEBCSNRBANELRE > SREEETLE
REBERBFEFFEEHE « MIIKBEIIASRERBERAEBREREREER
B~ ZERZEMILRBREBHERBRKBUZRBEIE  PHIRRLT
TAFREER  IRARBERENKRBERESHEE - RREEREEEHK
&~ EEMM AR R D RE L RBIRTE SOOI « EERMERIPMNIIRZ
BREEEE B EERPELRFEER MR EHIR RS KER » £HE
MM ARBIEFER D RELRBIRBIGAIHE - EEARBREHRBEORBREL
FEMAEHER « BAPYXRBELRZRRBER AR - EARBELRIE
TREISEIE ~ EEPA 5 K2 Walter C. Klein REIFE 2 B A SE 2B EHUIR B 15
B FRMEDARPEMBERELRABERSEEHR > UAIIRABELS
AREBFELR » PHIRR T IRAEER - BERZRESGKAE -



In 2007, CUHK New Asia College established the Yu Ying-shih Lecture
in History, which is co-organised with CUHK Department of History. A
distinguished historian is invited each year to deliver lectures and seminars
on interested topics in History. This year marks its 16th edition. Among the
leading scholars invited to deliver the lecture have been Professor Hsu Cho-
yun of the University of Pittsburgh; Professor Wang Gung-wu of the National
University of Singapore; Professor Chang Hao of The Ohio State University;
Professor Wang Fan-sen of the Academia Sinica; Professor Luo Zhitian of
the Peking University and Sichuan University; Professor Huang Chin-shing
of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica; Professor Yeh
Wen-hsin of the University of California at Berkeley; Professor Hoyt Tillman
of the Arizona State University; Professor Chen Jo-shui of the National
Taiwan University; Professor Michael Nylan of the University of California at
Berkeley; Professor He Jun of the Fudan University; Professor David Faure of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong; Professor Xu Guogi of The University
of Hong Kong; Professor Michael Puett of the Harvard University; Professor
Dorothy Ko of the Columbia University; and Professor Wang Ming-ke of the
Peking University and the Academia Sinica. The lecture is endowed by the

Zhilan Foundation.
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Introduction of New Asia College
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