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A New Perspective on the Origins of Chinese Civilisation:
A Human-Ecological Approach
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Moderator / Professor Lam Weng-cheong
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Date / 15 November 2025 (Saturday)
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Venue / Lecture Hall, G/F, Hong Kong Museum of History
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The Human Ecology of Civilisation and Historical Memory
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Moderator / Professor He Xi
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Date / 17 November 2025 (Monday)
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Venue / Cho Yiu Conference Hall, G/F, University Administration Building, CUHK
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All lectures will be conducted in Mandarin.
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A New Perspective on the Origins of Chinese Civilisation:
A Human-Ecological Approach
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WEEEEEHERIHE -

During the late Neolithic period, diverse civilisations emerged across
China. Around 4,000 to 3,800 years ago, most of them collapsed—leaving
only the Central Plains civilisation to survive and evolve into the Shang. This
marked a transition from “a sky full of stars” to “a bright moon dimming all
stars”. If we understand civilisation as a pyramid-shaped human ecological
system, what we usually call “civilisational achievements” are merely the tip of
the pyramid. At its base lies countless settlements that became rural villages,
and their inhabitants became peasants—the main producers and the most

exploited within the system.
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The Human Ecology of Civilisation and Historical Memory
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The diverse communities and layered historical memories found in the
high mountain valleys along the eastern edge of the Tibetan Plateau in the
early 20th century invite reflections on a crucial transformation in the rise of
civilisation: What kind of collective memory enabled some groups to break away
from small Neolithic settlements, cohere through shared remembrance, and
rise to dominate surrounding communities—turning them into villages and
their people into peasants? This lecture proposes the hypothesis of “primordial
communities” as a framework for rethinking the transition to civilisation and

exploring the deeper nature of what we call a “civilised” society.
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Wang Ming-ke is the Guest Chair Professor of History at Peking University
and Academician of Academia Sinica. For many years, he has conducted
historical and anthropological fieldwork among the Qiang and Tibetan peoples
along the eastern edge of the Tibetan Plateau. His research focuses on Chinese
ethnic minorities, nomadic pastoral societies, ethnicity, social memory, and
textual analysis. His recent research focuses on changes in community structure

and historical memory during the human transition into civilisation.
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Monographs by Professor Wang Ming-ke

TR > (EE B4 . B CIBSEE:8E) (On Huaxia Margins: Historical
Memory and Ethnic Identity) » &35 : ARXIEAE] » 1997 ©
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Straddling between the Han and the Tibetan: A Historical Anthropological
Study on a Chinese Border) &6 : B¢#&HHAR‘AE] » 2003 ©
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and Brotherly Nationalities: Text and Context of Primordial Histories) > &3k :
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The First Encounter between Northern Nomads and Imperial China) » &1t :
BHEHAR AT > 2009 ©

TN (RBFHSEFBRE | XAKRERH D) (Reflexive Historiography
and Rethinking History) e &3t : ARX{EAT] » 2015 ©

TERE] » ( FEHIER - BIBRB L FRIE) (The Theory of Poison Cat:
The Social Roots of Collective Fear and Violence) - &1t : A B XL AT >
2021 > {E5THR 2022 °
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FEMAREER - BEPYXKRBELERRRBUZRABEHE - ERAXRBELREK
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In 2007, CUHK New Asia College established the Yu Ying-shih Lecture in
History, which is co-organised with CUHK Department of History. A distinguished
historian is invited each year to deliver lectures and seminars on interested
topics in History. This year marks its 16th edition. Among the leading scholars
invited to deliver the lecture have been Professor Hsu Cho-yun of the University
of Pittsburgh; Professor Wang Gung-wu of the National University of Singapore;
Professor Chang Hao of The Ohio State University; Professor Wang Fan-sen of
the Academia Sinica, Taiwan; Professor Luo Zhitian of the Peking University and
Sichuan University; Professor Huang Chin-shing of the Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica; Professor Yeh Wen-hsin of the University of California
at Berkeley; Professor Hoyt Tillman of the Arizona State University; Professor
Chen Jo-shui of the National Taiwan University; Professor Michael Nylan of the
University of California at Berkeley; Professor He Jun of the Fudan University;
Professor David Faure of The Chinese University of Hong Kong; Professor Xu
Guogqi of The University of Hong Kong; Professor Michael Puett of the Harvard
University; and Professor Dorothy Ko of the Columbia University. The lecture is

currently sponsored by the Zhilan Foundation.
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Introduction of New Asia College
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