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F—i 1" Lecture
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The Story of the Swordsmith Couple Ganjiang-Moye and
Gender Politics in Confucian Ethics

FH/BEHE
Moderator / Professor He Xi

HEs/ ZOZ—mE+—BAR (EHX)
Date / 9 November 2024 (Saturday)
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Time / 3:00 p.m.
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Venue / Lecture Hall, G/F, Hong Kong Museum of History
BE/BE

Language / Cantonese
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F 2" Lecture
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The Commercial Ethic and Spirit of Artisans in Early Modern and
Modern China
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Moderator / Professor David Faure

HEf/ ZOZmME+—B+ZH (EH#2)
Date / 12 November 2024 (Tuesday)

i/ THIELE
Time / 4:00 p.m.

e EBPXAERBITEIEM THEE
Venue / Cho Yiu Conference Hall, G/F, University Administration Building, CUHK
CERES

Language / English
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B— 1" Lecture
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The Story of the Swordsmith Couple Ganjiang-Moye and
Gender Politics in Confucian Ethics
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The story of the swordsmith couple Ganjiang-Moye, first circulated in
the Wu and Yue kingdoms in the Warring States period, remains popular
today. In many versions of the story, the sacrificial wife Moye has to jump
into the fire before a sword can be forged. This talk traces some of the
key changes in the content and plot of the story, suggesting that these
changes can be correlated with the shifting gender politics of Confucian
ethics from the Han dynasty to the modern era.
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The Commercial Ethic and Spirit of Artisans in Early Modern and
Modern China

In his famous revision of Max Weber, Professor Yu Ying-shih
demonstrates that Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism in early modern
China were conducive to the development of a capitalist work ethic, and
that we can discern this “mercantile spirit” in the life and deeds of
merchants detailed in their epitaphs. Taking this argument as a point of
departure, we ask two further questions. First, did artisans share the
merchant’s spirit, or did craft workers forge a distinct “spirit of artisans”?
Second, did domestic women, in their everyday practices of niihong ( %
41 )/ niigong ( Z I ) (womanly work), partake in this “spiritual significance
of labour”? In shifting attention from merchants to artisans and women—
actual producers of myriad goods and commodities—we highlight the
importance of embodied skills and handwork in sustaining political and
social life before the Machine Age. In this way, our talk begins and ends
with a question: What is the meaning of craft, and what role should it play
in modern life?
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Biography of Professor Dorothy Ko

A native of Hong Kong, Professor Dorothy Ko is a Professor of
History at Barnard College, Columbia University. Her research and
publications have attempted to establish gender as a category of
analysis in Chinese history by showing its relevance for studies in visual
and material cultures, as well as science and technology. Her current
work focuses on sustainable practices in farming and small-scale craft
industry in China and India. Professor Ko has won a Guggenheim
Fellowship and membership at the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, among others. A graduate of the Queen Elizabeth School and
the Stanford University, she is an elected member of the Academia Sinica
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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Monographs by Professor Dorothy Ko

Making the Palace Machine Work: Mobilizing People, Objects, and Nature in
the Qing Empire. Co-edited with Martina Siebert and Kai Jun Chen. Amsterdam:
Amsterdam University Press, 2021.

(EREEMMER  ARAPEEMLHMRET) - RBEHZ - ESHE - 516
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Seeing and Touching Gender: New Perspectives on Chinese Art [in
Chinese]. Co-edited with Yu-chih Lai and Aida Y. Wong. Taipei: Rock
Publishing, 2020.

The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China.
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2017. Finalist of the Charles Rufus
Morey Book Award of the College Art Association. [Chinese translation from
Commercial Press in Beijing, 2022].

The Birth of Chinese Feminism: Essential Texts in Feminist Theory.
Co-edited with Lydia H. Liu and Rebecca E. Karl. New York: Columbia University
Press, 2013.

Cinderella’s Sisters: A Revisionist History of Footbinding. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005. Winner of the Joan Kelly Memorial Prize of
the American Historical Association. [Chinese translations from Rive Gauche in
Taipei, 2007 and Jiangsu Renmin in Nanjing, 2009].

Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and Japan. Co-
edited with JaHyun Kim Haboush and Joan R. Piggott. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2003.

Every Step A Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2001. [Japanese translation from Heibunsha in Tokyo, 2005].

Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in Seventeenth-
Century China. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994. [Chinese translation
from Jiangsu Renmin in Nanjing, 2005].
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About the Yu Ying-shih Lecture in History
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In 2007, CUHK New Asia College and Chung Chi College came
together to establish the Yu Ying-shih Lecture in History, which is co-
organised with CUHK Department of History. A distinguished historian
is invited each year to deliver lectures and seminars on interested
topics in History. This year marks its 15th edition. Among the leading
scholars invited to deliver the lecture have been Professor Hsu Cho-
yun of the University of Pittsburgh; Professor Wang Gung-wu of the
National University of Singapore; Professor Chang Hao of The Ohio State
University; Professor Wang Fan-sen of the Academia Sinica, Taiwan;
Professor Luo Zhitian of the Peking University and Sichuan University;
Professor Huang Chin-shing of the Institute of History and Philology,
Academia Sinica; Professor Yeh Wen-hsin of the University of California
at Berkeley; Professor Hoyt Tillman of the Arizona State University;
Professor Chen Jo-shui of the National Taiwan University; Professor
Michael Nylan of the University of California at Berkeley; Professor He
Jun of the Fudan University; Professor David Faure of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong; Professor Xu Guogi of The University of Hong
Kong; and Professor Michael Puett of the Harvard University. The lecture
is currently sponsored by the Zhilan Foundation.
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Infroduction of New Asia College
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